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On Ootobar 8 , 1 9 3 0 , -there mm a fataa-tuft s o i l i s i o n Tsefwten 

two f r e i g h t t r a i n s cm the Jt i ssouyi , Kansas & Stems Ssilway of 

f©3E»B, a&ar Sea i son , Sexes , * i a & resulted l a tne i n j u r y o f § em­

ployees* A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h i s Stooident, t & Chie f o f tfce 

tgcreftn o f » a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f e l l o w s ; 

U m t p e r t of H » D a l l e s iDivleion oa # i l e n t h i s a c c i d e n t 

©Gfflarred i s m s i n ^ l e - t i s e k l i m ©attending feelween Benison and Hll le-f 

fees©, $&msr, a d i s tance o f 1 7 2 . 3 m i l e s , over wMcfe. t r a i n s are e p e r a t ­

ed l>y t irae-teDle and t r a i n orders t r a n s m i t t e d by t e l ephone , no 

fclock-aignal eye tern "being i n nge . Approaching the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t 

from tUe nartfe there i s e tangent 4 , 3 1 B f e e t in 1© ngtfe, f o i lowed 

fey a S-4tegre« © a r w t o the l e f t 020 f e e t i n l e n g t h ; fc&* a c e i d « n t 

OS ear red on t h i s a w w 1 2 4 f e e t n«r th of i t s s e n t k e r n end, o m y f i l l 

akont l g See t i n nol ^nt • A ppr opening the po int o f a ca i dent fro as 

%m sou -gd t&er© i s a. 1-degree 3 0 - m i m t e mxy® t o fee 3* f t 1 ,8V 7 

f e e t i n l e n g t h gad a tangent 904 f e e t i n l engta* fo l lowed by 

extm? on m i & n tlte sooic .ent o o e u r r e i , grada 1b t snduls t i sg , 

and s t t i e p o i n t of e e c i d « n t i& *$& p e r s e n t absconding f o r n o r t n -

bonnd t r e i n s , v iew was abater t a l l y ofeseitred » y t r e e s on tae 

i n s i d e o f tke ©mtve sontn o f tfee po in t of a e o i & o n t . Tl» w & t n © r 

irt the tiie.® of taa a c c i d e n t was d e a r . 

S o r t lib ound f r e i g h t t r a i n © x t z E 701 c o n s i s t e d of S$ oars and 



a o&booee» han l sd by ea ing« 7 0 1 , end was i s aharge o f Oeadneter 

Ri l ey s a d $ng in*aan S a y r t . t k i s t r a i n 3*#fc Buafe, © tura-aro&nd 

p o i n t , sfe P.M. , w i t h t w t r a i n o r d e r s , a© i t her of * i e h i e 

invo lve & i n th© a o e i ^ e n t , ©ad tset ^uthbannd t r a i n 3fe* § a t 'Uerr&oe 

7 . 8 Bailee fro si D&niean* fs&lm f a . & passed f e r r a o e a t a,h©at 5 . 2 6 p 

a m * art RE 701 th«n heeded ©nt npon t h e main l i n e m d pro ee©ded 

northward, c o l l i d i n g wi "it METRA 828 a t sbovt 6 . 3 3 p . a . while t r a v e l ­

i n g e t & a used v a r i o u s l y *<Miaai*d e t between S ana 7 m i l e s as. 

i ionr. 

Ssathbannd f r e i g h t t x s i n e x t r a 8SS c o n s i s t e d of 4 2 o©l*8 

a caboose , h e a l e d b $r*giae 8 2 3 , saad 7.eg i n charge of Jcnduetor 

Brown md Sngineaan Oven. Sh i t e x t r a c r i g l n a t e d a t Ray, a 

f r e i g h t - t r e s i s yard l a c s ted s boat g m i l « e muth of Benison . At 

Bay the «rew of ex tra 8£8 r e c e i v e d c o p i e s of t r s i n ordera Eos . 7 1 , 

7 7 , end 7 8 , form S I , and S o . 2 3 0 , twem 1 9 , tie; l a s t mnt&vmH 

being a slow o r d e r . Train orders l o g . 7 1 , 7 7 , 7 6 , e b ifse&flsd 

t o the erew of * x t r * 3 2 8 , r« s a &s f o l l o w s : 

71 "So. £ r « & f o r t y 40 ffllna la*-© Sen!son t o 
Sm&tea t h i r t y 30 sain* l a t e 2r©nton t o 
Greensvil le t v « n t y SO a i n g l e t © S r e e n v l l l ® 
to M l l a s J o . 2 ©ng. $ 5 3 runs 20 
n ine l a t e M i l as t o Csda o M i l l s end t e ® 
1© sains l a t e c a d 4 o » m 8 t 0 Trenton. 

! © • 77 "Bag SIS* sioet ax tra 8E2 south s t Soat th«n 
asm S x t r s to Hey h&e r i g h t over So- 9S 
&ng 526 to Oeleate and meet K s t r a 828 
south Ihltfrwright t h i s to l o , US e t 
C e l e s t e . 

Be* 78 *A11 t r a i n s Tm&x at &.gfi p.M. have passed 
esce r.t S o . 5 Bug 3 9 9 . " 

Saese three orders mre made complete a t 4 . S 5 P.A., A 

e l e* rata® o&rd wag l eaned , and t h e t r a i n departed without a 



raaai&f o r d e r . A s t o p wse made on the miss 2 i v i s i o n *rat-o£f a t 

X»afl»ar, i s « r d e r t a a l low t r a i n Id, 5 to wm&t a f t e r u h l a h e x t r a 

®28 headed o « upon the m i n l i n e aad departed southward. I t 

passed Bone, the l a s t open t e l e g r a p h o f i c e , 5 . 1 m i l e s south of 

Sen!san s M 1 . 4 s i l e s from the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a t 6 . 2 1 p . m . , 

1 0 minutes W i M t r a l a So . 5 , and c o l l i d e d with e x t r a 701 while 

aamjing at e speed estl^aa ©d t o have heea hetween SO and 30 m i l e s 

am h o u r . 

Sag iae 701 w©s pushed haeinrara a boat 1 6 0 feet s&d oonsidera-. 

h l y damaged, the tender isaa demol i shed, & e f i r s t f l u e a r s 

w r « turned o w r p r s e t i e s l l y e l e s r of t M tTsok, aad the s e v e n t h 

oar a a s brofcea i n tuso, Sagine 928 was p a r t l y d e m i l e d and soaas-

«to»t damaged. She f i r s t 10 ears o f e s t r a 8 2 8 were d e r a i l e d and 

were des troyed by f i r© whi oh bro is oat i n the wreofcage. 

A f t e r p o l l i n g out o f s i d i a g a t Eerraoe , the eng l&esaa , 

f i i amaa sad head hrafessiazi of e x t r a 701 were wstehlag f o r t h e 

proseed s i$aaX t o he g i m f r o ® the r e a r of the t r a i a as soon 

a s the r e a r brske&aa had c l o s e d the p a s s l n g - t i s o k sw i t ch , aad 

t h e i r s t a t e m e n t s , i s n & l l a s those o f the o t h e r aenfcera of the 

erew, I n d i e s ted the t t i e accident oecarred s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s 

preaead s i g n a l had feeea g i^ea . On aeoouat of the f e e t t h a t t h e y 

had heea l o o k i n g toward the r e e r of t h e i r t r a i n f o r t h i s s i g n a l , 

sad a l s o on asooaat of the s a r v e . the members of the engine ©rew 

did not s e a e x t r a 828 a & t i l i t was o a l y a short d ie tanee from them. 



tee of the aembc rs of the earew of e x t r a 701 ted any o r d e r s r e ­

l a t i n g to e x t r a 8 2 8 . 

fhe p o i n t of the ©ee ideat was 5?6 f e e t north of «h®t i a 

knom ae Oaootaw B r i d g e , m& the statements of i'iresiaa f i n s 

sad Head Irakemsm Garland o f ©srtra 828 ind iea ted that as t h e i r 

train, w&w rounding the curve appro sate l u g t h i s b r i d g e t h e y «v 

e x t r a 701 j u s t north o f the Bridge, t h e d i e tarns* between the %m 

t r a i n s at t h i s tisie being ©bout 3 t e l e g r a p h p o l e s . H r e m a a Finn 

a a i d hft i m a e d i s t e 2 y c e l l e d t o Engmemaa Oveja. and t o Ooatuetor 

B r o m . who was a l s o r i d i n g on the eng ine , and. s s i d t h a t the e a -

gineaaa iumedla te ly app l i ed t h e a i r brakes i n eaiergeaoy, a f t e r 

wfeieh a l l four men jusrped from the engl.*** She s t a t e m e n t s of the 

engineman and ooad^etor i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y d i d not know anyth ing 

of the appro*ch of extra 701 u n t i l the f i r eman c a l l e d a warning. 

Aocoyding to Conductor B r o w , of e x t r a 8 2 6 , he asked Opera­

t o r E l l s w o r t h , m tuty a t Hay, to f i x up h i s o r d e r s , than went 

to the yaramasteT's o f f i c e f o r h i s b l l . s , ©ad r e t u r n e d to the 

o p e r a t o r ' s o f f i c e a M r e g i s t e r e d , fb® s ta tements o f bo th eonduo-

t o r and o p e r a t o r i n d i o a t e that Operator E l l s w o r t h asked t i e com-

duetor to a l g a the orders and t o t e a r them o f f h i m s e l f , *fcieh 

the e w A a e t o r s f t e r ish i « n » aaeeked tte carders agais f i t t h » 

o learanee oard end l e f t th© of f l o e v i t t e m t comparing the orders 

wi th the o p e r a t o r , tfio was busy w i t h o t h e r d u t i e s . Conductor 

Brown s a i d ] » then d e l i r e r e d oop ie s of the orders t o the engineman, 

and the engiseeian s a i d he ohecisBd the® aga ins t c l earance e©*4 



and a l s o eoapared them w i t h the oondaotor . a f t e r wkioh he *ave thea 

to the firemen to read* Fireman .Finn said Tm read the orders 

he f o r e the t ,cs.i a departed fxsft S a y , aad els© cheoked them a g e i c s t 

the oleer&oc© oard , whi le t h e head brake man s e i d t h a t the orders 

were not read to him sad that ha d id not fenow whether his t r a i n 

had a rannlng or tier, a s he had not r idden on the engine l o n g 

enough t o see t h e o r d e r s , She sngiaeiaaa, eonduetor ai.i fireman 

a l l admit that they f a i l e d to no t i ce t h e y did s o t h a w a running 

o r d e r , On aoeount of the f a c t t h a t ths> eendustsr want d i r e o t l y 

t o t h e engine w i t h h i s orde rs and rode on the eugim lo sv lng Eay, 

Bear Irateman Clark had no t seen the orders aad Imew nothing about 

the a* 'Ehe head hrakasoan aad f ireman est imated the speed of t h e i r 

t r a i n t o hare been between EO aad 2 6 miles an h o a r , whi le Conduc­

t o r I r a a n est lroated i t t o have bean about 30 m i l e s an h o a r . 

Tra in orders l o g 71 and 7 7 , p r e v i o u s l y quoted , had been 

l i f t s** hy Di spatcher O'Oonne l l , who went o f f duty at 4 , 0 0 a . a . 

When Operator SUsrortu repor ted Oonduetor Brown as roady f o r h i s 

o r d e r s , H s p a t e h e r Grover, «ao had r e l i e v e d m s p a t o h s r O'GSnnel l , 

f a i l e d to n:> te tha t no running order had b e e n Issued and a f t e r 

t r a n s m i t t i n g t r a i n order So. 7 8 , c l e a r i n g ex tra 828 on the r e g i s ­

t e r a t l amer , p e r m i t t e d e x t r a 828 t o depar t from Eay without a 

running order; he s a i d h i s misad was concentrated m prevent ing 

a c o n g e s t i o n of t r a i n s a t Hoyse Qlty whi oh w a l d n e c e s s i t a t e 

"sawing by* s e v e r a l t r a i n s , and a l s o t h a t he had f a i l e d to read 



c a r e f u l l y a n o f t h e order a trails f a r c e 4 t o Mia "by D i spatcher 

0 T O o n n e l l and was under t h e i m p r e s t on tha t Dispatcher G*Gon-

n e l l , hav ing i s s u e d t r a i n order l o . 7 7 , a direst 3e& t o e x t r a 

3 8 8 1 had a l s o i s s u e d the n e c e s s a r y running o r d e r . A t t e n t i o n 

i d c a l l e d to t h e f a c t , however, t h a t even had Dispatcher Grover 

been c o r r e c t i n h i s age-amption that e x t r a 8S8 was prov ided 

w i t h a running o r d e r , t h e acc ident iDuld not have been prevented , 

inasmuch a s he had net i s s u e d any order p r o v i d i n g for a meet ing 

p o i n t between e x t r a 828 and e x t r a 7 0 1 . 

Shi a a c c i d e n t was caused! by the f a i l u r e o f d i s p a t c h e r 

t r o v e r t o provide f o r a meet ing po in t between e x t r a s 828 and 

7 0 1 . 

Rule 8 1 1 - A , ef t h e Ru le s and I n s t r u c t ! one f o r the Govern­

ment o f Employees , reads i n p a r t a s f e l l o w s : 

"Clearance c a r d m a t be f i l l e d out by o p e r a t o r 
b e f o r e s i g n a t u r e s t o t r a i n o r d e r s a r e t r a n s m i t t e d t o 
d i s p a t c h e r and immediate ly f o l l o w i n g s i g n a t u r e t o 
l a s t o r d e r w i l l transmit t o d i s p a t c h e r a i l ofcfter num­
b e r s shown on c l e a r a n c e which d i s p a t c h e r most r e c o r d 
i n order book and n o t e whether a l l orders ftr t r a i n s 
concerned a r e i n c l u d e d b e f o r e 'complete* i s g i v e n . " 

Under - & i s r u l e , a t t h e time Operator Sllflworifc t r a n s m i t t e d 

Conductor Brown's s ignature t o t r f d n o r d e r s l e a , 7 1 , 7 7 , and ESQ, 

a t which tiBis t h e d i spatcher a l s o i s s u e d t r a i n order F o . 7 8 , 

t h e d i s p a t c h e r should have noted whether e x t r a 828 was provided 

w i t h a l l o f t n e orders neces sary f o r i t s movement• D i spa tcher 

©rover acknowledged h i s error i n c l e a r i n g the t r a i n a t Bay without 

having prov ided for a e e t i s g p o i n t s w i t h opposing ex tra t r a i n s and 

a l s o i n f a i l i n g t o i s s u e t h e nedesaary running order« 

0 on due t o r Brown and S n g i n s m n Oven are open t o severe 
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©ensure f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e t o n o t e t h a t no running order had 

beaa I s s u e d . Baeh of them, aeeordirsg t o h i s ami s t a t e m e n t , 

had r e a d % e o r d e r s r e c e i v e d and oho eked them a g a i n s t the 

e learan.ee , and t h e y o f f e r e d no excuse f o r t h e i r a c t i o n i n d e p a r t ­

i n g froia t h e t ermina l wi thont a r•aiming o r d e r . Bad any ©f t h e s e 

employees n o t i e e d this f a e t , aaid had Condijetor Brown c a l l e d the 

d i s p a t c h e r ' s a t t e n t i o n to the n a t t e r , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t a t 

t h a t -time the d i s p a t c h e r 1 s error might have "been d i s c o v e r e d . 

D i spa tcher Groyer was employed a s a d i apateher i n S e p t ­

ember. 1S2G, p r e v i o n s t o isfeiah he had had about 16 y e a r s 1 exper ­

i ence as a t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r on o t h e r r a i l r o a d s . Con&uetor Brown 

m e e a l l o y e d a s a brat©nan i n 19Gi and promoted t o eondiaetor i n 

1 9 0 9 . Bngimi&aa Oven was e 2$)loye d a s an engine man i n 1907, 

5ha reco r d s o f t h e a e employees were 33 od« 

A t ^ . e t ime o f t h e aoe ident "fee crew of e x t r a 8 2 8 had 

boon on daty l e s s %.&n 2 h o u r s , p r o t o n s to tfiioh t h e engine orew 

h a t been o f f doty 21 h o w s and t r a i n ©rew o v e r 1 3 hours* 

Eh© i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s o l o s o d tha t w h i l e t r a i n order H©« 77 

a s p r e v i o u s l y quoted had been i a s a e d by d i s p a t c h e r 0 1 C o r n e l l t o 

Operator ^ l a w o r t J i a t Bay a s t r a i n order JTo. 7 7 , i t was shown i n 

the t r a i n - o r d e r hoofc, s e e or 41ns t o M s p a ten e r S r o v e r , as a ean-

t l u n a t i o n o f t r a i n order Ho . 76, w h i l e B i spa teher Srover s a i d 

t r a i n o r d e r ifo. 77 was an anzml^snt order and bad been cheefeed 

o f f on the trs ln«-or&ar boot a s having been % l f i . l i e d , not b e i n g 

shown *n t h e t r a n s f e r . A f t e r the aee ident the meaner rt77w was 

fonmd. i n t h e t r a i n o r d e r book o p p o s i t e t h a t p a r t o f t r a i n order 

l o . 76 which i s quoted i n t h i s r e p o r t as t r a i n order 3 b . 77 , and 

http://elearan.ee


M&p&*fa*T Srovex e l a i s n i . tfcat 13iis mufiber bad b o m i n s e r t e d 

a f t e r the order M i b o m t r a n s f e r r e d to M a . JMlspa t o n e r O'Con-

bo3 1 denied hav ing i E s e r t o d t h i s mtmbw,. thtts Bat ing two orders 

oat of o n e , s a d e l aimed t h a t t r a i n order lo* flf a s p r e v i o u s l y 

a^teted was shewn on t b e t r a n s f e r * E© admi t t ed , however , 1&at 

he had i s s u e d two separate o r d e r s im&er -fee maaber " 7 7 % one 
quoted 

b e i n g the o r d e r p r e v i o u s l y / a n d t h e o ^ e r b e i n g t h e annnlmont order 

ami he s a i d t h a t a few hours aJer the aoo ident he changed t h e 

M A K E R o f t h e M M O M * & o r d e r from " 7 7 n t o w 7 8 w , tbe r e s u l t 

o f t h i s s e t ! en en the p a r t o f M s i & t e h e r DT Comae 1 1 i s t h a t the 

nsisber now appears on two t r a i n o r d e r s , tfee o ther being; t h e 

order i s s u e d b y Bispatofcer STQVQT o l e a r i n g e x t r a 8 2 8 on the r e g i s ­

t e r a t xa&ar* 


